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INVERTER WITH ENCLOSURE

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/EP2010/005574, filed Sep. 10, 2010, which
claims priority to FEuropean Application Number
09011910.8-2214, filed Sep. 18, 2009.

FIELD

The present invention relates to an inverter with an enclo-
sure that features a removable hand plug which, when
inserted inside the enclosure, shares an electrical connection
with the inverter.

BACKGROUND

The technology behind inverters is well documented.
Inverters typically feature an enclosure whose back panel is
mounted to the wall of a building or other structure. Due to the
electric and electronic components (e.g. coils) inside the
enclosure, the inverter generates heat that needs to be dissi-
pated. The inverter enclosure is therefore outfitted with fans
that cool the component parts within. In addition, the back
panel of this type of inverter typically features cooling fins
that also help to dissipate heat. Heat is thereby absorbed by
the ambient air that flows along the back panel of the enclo-
sure.

This type of inverter can also feature fans on the back panel
of'the enclosure to facilitate air circulation and thus allow for
improved cooling of the area around the back panel. Because
these fans require power, they must be supplied with electric-
ity from the inside of the inverter enclosure via a plug. The
hole through which the plug is inserted into the enclosure
always poses the risk of moisture ingress.

This type of fan can become dirty and the only way to
access the fan for cleaning or replacement is from the back
panel, which means the entire inverter needs to be removed
from the wall first.

The upshot of this is that, for a variety of applications, the
fans on the back panel need to be mounted externally so as to
ensure sufficient inverter cooling while also allowing easy
access for cleaning purposes when the back panel of the
inverter is attached to a wall.

One disadvantage of this configuration is that it requires an
entry way or opening to the inside of the inverter in order to
supply power to the fan. This naturally increases the risk of
moisture entering the enclosure.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment an inverter is disclosed that allows easy
replacement of the fan.

In one embodiment the hand plug itself contains a fan to
cool the inverter enclosure. This hand plug protrudes into the
area of the back panel of the inverter enclosure so that the air
circulated by the fan flows along the back panel.

Based on one embodiment of this invention, the hand plug
is used to supply power to the fan.

Since the hand plug, when inserted into the inverter enclo-
sure, is supplied with electricity, i.e., shares an electrical
connection with the inverter, a separate power supply for the
fan is not necessary. This also obviates the need for a separate
opening into the inverter enclosure to power the fan.
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According to one advantageous property of this invention,
the hand plug is designed to function as a switch-disconnec-
tor.

As documented in DE 102 25 259 B3, a connector can be
designed as a switch-disconnector. The switch-disconnector
described in this document is capable of preventing, or at least
reducing, the occurrence of electric arcs when, for example,
the inverter is disconnected from a PV plant. Therefore the
switch-disconnector, which is designed as the hand plug,
shares an electrical connection with the inverter. This means
that the hand plug can supply power to the fan. This also
means, however, that removing the hand plug to disconnect
the inverter from the PV plant will de-energize the inverter on
the DC side at least. Removing the hand plug allows the fan to
be accessed for cleaning or replacement. The primary benefit
of this embodiment is that no separate power supply is nec-
essary, which would otherwise require an additional opening
in the inverter enclosure.

Advantageous properties of the invention involve having
the hand plug accommodate a fan enclosure so that the fan can
be inserted easily. As a further advantage of this feature, the
fan enclosure can be removed by simply pulling out the hand
plug. This type of modular design simplifies the mounting
process.

Based on one advantageous property, the back panel of the
inverter features a chimney-like section that extends along the
entire length of the enclosure. When the hand plug is inserted,
the fan will be located in the vicinity of this section. The
chimney-like section forms a connection with the wall where
the inverter is attached and is outfitted with cooling fins
through which the air is circulated by the fan flows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings below provide a more detailed description of
the invention.

FIG. 1 depicts the back panel of the inverter enclosure
when the hand plug is inserted according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2 depicts the back panel of the inverter enclosure
when the hand plug is removed according to one embodi-
ment.

FIG. 3 offers a perspective view of the hand plug in which
the fan enclosure, which contains the fan, is shown separately.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

According to FIG. 1, the enclosure of the inverter is des-
ignated at reference numeral 1. The inverter enclosure 1
shows the hand plug, which is designated at 10, on the bottom.
The hand plug 10 accommodates the fan enclosure 11 and the
fan 12 contained therein. The fan 12 is aligned in its enclosure
11 in such a way that the fresh air drawn from below is blown
into the chimney-like section 3 on the back panel of the
enclosure 1. The chimney-like section 3 is designed with a
U-shaped cross-section in one embodiment that is aligned
towards the interior of the inverter enclosure. Near this chim-
ney-like section there are cooling fins 5 that help dissipate the
heat generated inside the enclosure.

FIG. 2 illustrates the inverter enclosure 1, wherein the hand
plug 10 at the bottom portion thereof is removed.

In FIG. 3, the fan enclosure 11 can be seen along with the
fan 12 contained therein. The fan 12 is attached to the fan
enclosure 11 via a snap-in connection. The hand plug 10
features a bracket 15 with a guide rail 16 that allows the fan
enclosure 11 to be attached as depicted in FIG. 3. Likewise
depicted is the area around the guide rail 16 and sliding
element 17 of the fan enclosure where the plug 18 that powers
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the fan is located and which is connected to the plug 19 on the
bracket 15 of the hand plug 10. The hand plug 10 is part of the
bottom panel of the inverter enclosure 1 and is removed by
pulling it down, as shown in FIG. 2.

What is claimed is:

1. An inverter, comprising:

an enclosure configured to house inverter components of

the inverter, and
a removable hand plug configured to be inserted into the
enclosure and shares an electrical connection with one
ormore of the inverter components within the enclosure,

wherein the removable hand plug comprises a fan config-
ured to cool at least a portion of the enclosure, wherein
the hand plug is configured as a switch-disconnector
configured to selectively de-energize at least a direct
current side of the inverter.

2. The inverter according to claim 1, wherein the hand plug
is configured to supply power to the fan.

3. The inverter according to claim 1, wherein the hand plug
comprises a fan enclosure configured to secure an orientation
of the fan when the hand plug is inserted into the enclosure.

4. The inverter according to claim 3, wherein the fan enclo-
sure comprises a sliding element configured to slidingly
engage a guide rail associated with the hand plug.

5. An inverter, comprising:

an enclosure;

one or more inverter elements configured to receive direct

current energy and generate alternating current energy in
response thereto; and

aremovable hand plug configured to be selectively inserted

into the enclosure, wherein the removable hand plug
comprises a fan configured to cool at least a portion of
the one or more inverter elements in the enclosure when
the removable hand plug is inserted into the enclosure,
and wherein the removable hand plug is configured as a
switch-disconnector configured to selectively discon-
nect at least the direct current energy to the inverter upon
removal of the removable hand plug from the inverter.

6. The inverter of claim 5, wherein the fan is configured to
receive power from at least one of the one or more inverter
elements when the removable hand plug is inserted into the
enclosure.

7. The inverter of claim 5, wherein the removable hand plug
comprises a bracket to which the fan engages in a secure
fashion.

8. The inverter of claim 7, wherein the bracket comprises a
pair of guide rails configured to engage the fan.

9. The inverter of claim 8, wherein the fan comprises a
sliding element configured to slidingly engage the pair of
guide rails to secure the fan to the bracket.

10. The inverter of claim 9, wherein the fan comprises a
plug configured to make an electrical connection to a source
of power associated with the one or more inverter elements
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when the sliding element of the fan slidingly engages the
guide rails to secure the fan to the bracket.

11. An inverter, comprising:

an enclosure configured to house inverter components of

the inverter, and

a removable hand plug configured to be inserted into the

enclosure and shares an electrical connection with one
or more of the inverter components within the enclosure,
wherein the removable hand plug comprises a fan con-
figured to cool at least a portion of the enclosure, and
wherein the hand plug is configured as a switch-discon-
nector configured to selectively de-energize at least a
direct current side of the inverter.

12. The inverter of claim 11, wherein the removable hand
plug is configured to supply power to the fan.

13. The inverter of claim 11, wherein the removable hand
plug comprises a fan enclosure configured to secure an ori-
entation of the fan when the hand plug is inserted into the
enclosure.

14. The inverter of claim 13, wherein the fan enclosure
comprises a sliding element configured to slidingly engage a
guide rail associated with the removable hand plug.

15. The inverter of claim 11, wherein a back panel portion
of the enclosure comprises a chimney-like section that
extends along the entire length thereof, wherein when the
removable hand plug is inserted into the enclosure, the fan is
located in a vicinity of the chimney-like section for fluid
communication thereto.

16. The inverter of claim 11, wherein the switch-discon-
nector is further configured to prevent or reduce electrical
arcing upon a disconnection of the removable hand plug from
a direct current energy source to inverter.

17. An inverter, comprising:

an enclosure configured to house inverter components of

the inverter, and

a removable hand plug configured to be inserted into the

enclosure and shares an electrical connection with one
or more of the inverter components within the enclosure,
wherein the removable hand plug comprises a fan con-
figured to cool at least a portion of the enclosure,
wherein a back panel portion of the enclosure comprises
a chimney-like section that extends along the entire
length thereof, wherein when the hand plug is inserted
into the enclosure, the fan is located in a vicinity of the
chimney-like section for fluid communication thereto,
and wherein the hand plug is configured as a switch-
disconnector configured to prevent or reduce electrical
arcing upon a disconnection of the hand plug from a
direct current energy source to inverter.

18. The inverter according to claim 17, wherein the switch-
disconnector is further configured to selectively de-energize
at least a direct current side of the inverter.
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